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Why Africa should be home to the world‘s 

largest restoration movement

• Effects of degradation in decreasing land productivity, forest 
cover, soil fertility, incomes and resilience

• It’s been done before. Trees have been used to restore 
productivity & function to landscapes in many African countries 

• The opportunity is immense. Africa is home to the world’s 
largest restoration opportunity
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Africa has the world’s largest restoration 

opportunity
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Restoration is a strategy that yields 

multiple benefits
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Realizing the benefits of 

trees across the landscape

7



• National and sub-national

• National and sub-national development plans that 

emphasize land productivity, rural incomes and resilience

• Sectoral master plan and strategies

• National REDD+ strategies

• Continental

• Africa Union Vision 2063

• Malabo Declaration on food security

• Cairo Declaration on Africa’s Natural Capital

• International

• NDCs 

• Aichi Targets

• Sustainable Development Goals

• Bonn Challenge and New York Declaration on Forests 8

Restoration is a strategy that can help to 

achieve multiple, existing African goals
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Today Vision for 2030

Intensify & sustain productivity

Avoid deforestation

Restore into mixed systems
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Agro-forestry and 
Silvopasture

How to achieve this 

reversal of degradation?
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• Involves trees and other woody biomass in landscapes

• Focus on multiple benefits

• Driven by local needs, balanced with broader priorities

• Restore functionality, products and services, not 

“original” forests

• Should not lead to conversion of natural ecosystems

• Adapt to circumstances over time

• Use a package of restoration strategies

Characteristics of 

Forest Landscape Restoration
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Identifying potential restoration options

…

…



• Three examples to illustrate what can be done:

– Shinyanga, Tanzania

– Southern Niger

– Northern Ethiopia
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Africa is home to world-renowned

restoration successes



• 500,000 hectares of new forests and 1.5 million hectares of new 

agroforestry parklands

• USD 14 per person per month(national avg is USD 8.50)

• 42 million tons of CO2 sequestered 
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1985 2006

Restoration in Shinyanga, Tanzania



• Establishment of new agroforestry parklands 

• Farmers re-greened more than 5 million hectares 

• Improved food security for 2.5 million people
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1988 2010

Restoration in southern Niger



Southern Niger: Annually
produces an additional
500,000 tons of cereals



• Northern Ethiopia restored more than one million hectares of 
degraded forest and agricultural landscapes

• Improved food and water security and poverty reduction
• Dry season cultivation in the Tigray region increased from 40 

hectares to 40,000 hectares in 20 years
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Restoration in northern Ethiopia



Northern Ethiopia is now greener than 
it has been during the last 145 years 



In 15 years, villagers in Tigray have 
moved more than 90 million tons of soil 
and rock to reshape their landscapes
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Background on the AFR100

Durban
Sept 9 -10

• African leaders 
begin to define 
the initiative

New York City
Sept 25 - 26

• NEPAD Agency 
announces 
project; structures 
secretariat

Addis Ababa
Oct 5 – 9

• African Union STC 
endorses a 100 
million hectare 
restoration target

Paris
Dec 6

• Launch the 
AFR100 and 
begin 
coordination of 
national level 
work plans



The vision of the AFR100 is to catalyze 

a pan-African restoration movement

Successes, learning 
and commitments .

Large-scale     
restoration movement
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African 
leadership

Global 
support
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Value Proposition of the AFR100

Accelerate 
the flow of 
restoration 

benefits

Source 
innovative 
financing

• Public-private 
partnerships

• Portfolio 
development

• Financial 
architecture

• Investment 
dialogues

Align 
technical 
support

• Maps, finance 
and economics

• Enabling 
conditions and 
scale strategies

• Baseline and 
monitoring 
systems

• Convening and 
exchanges

Build 
political  

movement

• African owned

• Whole of 
government 
approach

• Policies, plans 
and strategies

• Domestic 
budget 
mobilization



New York 

Declaration 

on Forests

SUPPORT BROADER AMBITIONS

NATIONAL POLITICAL AMBITIONS

TECHNICAL SUPPORT FINANCIAL SUPPORT

Food

Forests

Water

Energy

Climate

Economic growth

Poverty reduction

Public sector

Private sector impact 

investment

Development banks

Multilateral finance

More…

Mapping and monitoring

Economics and finance

Enabling conditions

Bridging research & 

practice

More…

Rio 

conventions

Sustainable 

Development 

Goals

Bonn 

Challenge

African Union 

Vision 2063



Political
• Central African Republic

• DR Congo

• Ethiopia

• Ghana

• Kenya

• Liberia

• Madagascar

• Malawi

• Mozambique

• Niger

• Rwanda

• Togo

• Uganda
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Financial
• BMZ

• World Bank

• Global Environment Facility 

• Moringa Partnership

• EcoPlanet Bamboo

• Green World Ventures

• Permian Global 

• Terra Global Capital

• Form International

• NatureVest

Technical
• NEPAD Agency

• GIZ

• Green Belt Movement

• FAO

• ICRAF

• IUCN

• Jane Goodall Institute

• Clinton Foundation

• Kijani

• LPFN

• TNC

• WRI

13 countries
46m hectares

$1.02bn development finance
$545m impact investment 11 technical partners



PART III: GHANA’S PARTICIPATION 
IN THE AFR100 

25



• AFR100 is in accordance with Ghana’s national priorities and 

commitment to the three Rio conventions

• Ghana has committed to restore 1 million hectares of 

degraded land in the northern savannah ecological zone, an 

area of rich biodiversity that is under severe threat

• Ghana Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is the focal 

point for the AFR100, as it coordinates the Sustainable Land 

Management (SLM) working group in Ghana

• Ghana’s 1 million hectare target is derived from the Ghana 

Strategic Investment Framework on SLM developed with 

support from the TerrAfrica and Great Green Wall initiatives

Ghana’s participation in the AFR100



Components of the Ghana Strategic Investment 

Framework for SLM

The GSIF activities will be carried out under the following six 
broad component areas:

1. Investment in field based programmes and projects

2. Strengthening National, Regional, District and Community 
Coordination on SLM

3. Building the capacity of public and private sector SLM 
related service providers 

4. Improving the enabling policy, legal, institutional and 
financial environment for SLM

5. Building the GSIF Knowledge Base

6. Management and Implementation of the GSIF



AFR100 areas of support

(under discussion to prioritize)

• Stock taking of existing good practices

• Mapping opportunities to scale good practices

• Promoting good practices

• Making the economic case

• Assessing the enabling conditions

• Facilitating new flows of finance and investment

• Monitoring progress

• Facilitating learning exchange visits 



Potential areas for collaboration 

with the private sector

Protective 
forests

- Riparian areas

- Protected areas

Plantations 
& 

Woodlots

- Degraded land

- Engage with 
farmer on less 

arable land

Agro-
forestry & 

Silvo-
pasture

- Trees on farms

- Tree-based crops



Examples of success

THANK YOU


